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KNCW A THERMATAUGE? HE'S THEMAN TO TELL!

Thsre probably aren't any
witches in Lansdowne,

But thers's a man out thare
who knows all about them.

He can split a hair neatly in
distinguishing a thaumaturge from
an envouteur (in ocase you don't
know,
with the material world, and the
latter causes nasty tbhinge to hap-
pen to peovle by maltrsating
their images). .

B% ZHAWS THR ANGWRR

Thig dabbler in the ococcult is |
L, Sprague de Camp, a tall, husky,
normal-looking centieman, He
lives in an apartment in Lansdoms |
Court with hieg wife and young son !
and a lot of lsarnsd books, 1in. i
cluding four srittan by himeelf,

|
Also with Ta'aroa., Td'aroce is
e $iki, and & tiki is a Polynesian
fatish, and this is a rathsr usly |
one, standing =izht inohas high in
painstakingly carvad wood, t

Talaroa 1s the inspiration for
de Camp's latest book, whioh will
bs concsrnsd with all the occult
ard uystoriuvous things pz0pl: have
b2lisved in through the ages. 4nd
Ta'aros is likaly to take th2 dlamg]
if the pbook manuscript lsn't oopy~- |
rightsd by the publishsr's dsad-
linz of next Ssptambar. ‘

A FULL-TIM® JOB l
Th3 book is tentativ:ly ¢allad |
"Round About Thas Cauldron," a i
motation you may rzoognize from
Macbath. It will ran some 180,000
words, about as long as thrac P
drugstor2 d3toctive storiss, and
de Camp 1s laboring on it full
tims, Let2ly h2a's bazn kxpt busy ;
#ith rze2arch. That miens attend- |
ing ocult muotings in N3g York, '
whar2 thay hav: wizards in graat

the former worke wonders ;

numb2r,

"On a single afternoon," da
Camp said yesterday, "an Rast
Indian gent in a handsom@ orangs
robs inetructsd me in the earth-
shaking mystarise of the sacred
gyllable "uy " a numarologist
analyzed my name and came up
with some quite charming misin-
formatidny and a leader of the
Abgolute Something-or-Other told
we all about the absolutes.™

Thaers hava been lots of ax-
¢211lant treatisges writtzn on the
magic practices and baliesfs of
the Zulus, ths Solomon Tslanders,
tha Bairy Aimis, "But,” de Camp
pointad out, "nobody as y2t hes
dons & really ad:quate job on the
magic of our own W:stera Civil-
ization, "

So he's doing it-~t:n houre
a day.

HOwW TO DO IT
How do you gat to b3 an ex-
psrt on witchecraft?

De Camp didn't start out to
b2 ona, In fact, you might say
that he etartsd cut to bs just
th2 oppoasits.

Fe was born in New York Clty;
was graduated from the Califorai-
Inetitute of Tz2chnology; workad
at surveying, timbar-cruilsing
and mapping; travsllad widaely;
took gom: graduate degrees in
engineering and economics At
wagtarn schools, and wrote a '
gtill-standard text cilied "In-
ventions and Their Management.,"

Then he beocame an editor of
a publication called The Fuel
0il Journal, But somehow thai
didn't still the troubled water:
of his spirit, sc he took to
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writing fiotion, " for instance, mnaka a whole cpaptar
- H: re-cxamined 211 ths data ne
A DWALTR IN FANTASY conld find, from Plato down.
In the four years between 1938
and 1942, he published helf ~a-hun- There are lote of oth3r chap-
dred storiss of extravagent fantasy tars dealing with the subjacts
including a ¥ind of Connsecticut of tr3 prophzcizs of Wostradamus,
Yankee book about a man who was orystal-gazing, xediumship, =2nd
thrown back to ancient Rome, and morTa such,
managed to replace the abacus with _
double-entry bookkseseping. M"lest Onec of nis thsoriss about
Darknegs Fall" was its title. witches is stated this way:
"The ¢aus3d of the witch manias
A pair of others were noveals in Rurope's Middl: Ag:s was sad-
written in collaboration with ism.....Ugarly eve;y?ody has a
Flcicher Pratt, the military sxpert 1it%tls sadiem in his makeup,
with whom ds Carp used o spend and thsre is always danger in
vast amounts of time moving ships any culture that the official
around in war games of Pratt's class will try to increass their
invent ion. own popularity by catzaring to
it and axploting it, The great
As to why a trained engineer wvitoh burnings bslong to tha sam3
took to flights of fantasy and class as th2 great gladiatorial

sclence~-fiction, de Camp explained: ! combates and versacutions.
"Science Fiction has a pretty .
distinguished ancestry; Plato NA7IS US®D IT
wrote some in his day. And its "Tn3 hisoty of Germany in the
not altogether fanciful." past 15 years is an 3xamplsa of

I how 2asy it is to corrunt a wnhole

WORKED FOR NAVY "'vaopla to sadism. Thkare havse

He proved that by pulling a quick besn outbrsairs ef witch mania in
ewitoh in 1843 when he donned the ' ancisnt Babylon and mod:rn Africa,
uniform of a naval officer and wh2re ons tribe alwost axtermin-

the Navy Yard here, He did test up as witch:zs.

and development work on airplane

parts and acoessories, specializing "It is th2 duty of any civil-

on Ligh-altitude oxygen equipment, iz2d peracn to bz continually on

his guard against any psopl: in

And for relaxation, iuring the powsr to exploit the sadism of

thrse and a half years of sxacting ' large zroups."

service, he delved a little more |

into ths lore of witchcraft when De Camp hinself is not given

his days’' workx at the Navy Yard to honoring suvarstitions,

was dons.

i
went to work in a Laboratory at j ats? itszlf by burning =ach othar
|

But hi3ts careful not to say

He piled up such monumantal that in ths presenc: of Ta'aroa,
scrarbooks and notes that thare . tha Polyn:sian faetish, who might
wag roening he could do, when his f be annoyad.
g3rvice -nded, but set to work to
rake a Yook out of them, . -—- Harry Alishular,
ALL ABOTT ATLANTIS (Cooyrighted by the Philadol-

The atill-current beliefs in phia Rscord. This articls is

ths _osi continsnt of Atlantis, reprintad by epseial permiesion, )



Marchedpril, 1946

PSFS NRWS

Page 4

00000000ocoo..ottﬁttﬁtﬁtt##*#:kse«***o

CONFERENCE!

Many of us have looked back
with fond memories upon the Phila-
delphia Science Fiction Confersnces
of the past, Remembering them, and

hopling that once again they would
be held.

The very firet eclience fotion
conventlon was held hure in Phila-
delphis, way back in tha fall of
1936, True, the attsndance was
smell, but ther= ware pregent mem-
bsrs of ths PSFS, and & largs
group of fans from Naw York and
Lorng Island, and it has gons down
in fan history as the First Seicnoce
Fiction Convantion. After that,
in ths fall of 2very ysar, thors
was h21d in Philadelphis the Anmial
Philedelphia Soisnoe Fiction Con-

f2rencs, and thoss conf srenca2s wira |

always w21l att:snded by fans from
many niarby towns and citles. Then
cam? thae draft, and tha war, and
narly all of ths activs fans

in the 2:ast disappaarsd, to zntar
tha armad foreczss of tha 'mitoad
Statce, Th2 last Philad:lphia
Scienoce Fiotion Conferance was
n3id in the fall of 1941, On3 was
announe3d for 1942, but it nsver
took placs,

Now the,Philadazlphia Sclonosd
Fictlon Socizty lg proud to make
the first official announe amont
of th: next Philadelphia Confar-
ance, It will b3 held on the last
Sundey of Ootobar, 1946,

This is still‘imany months in
ths futur:, but slrsady plans ara
being made to makb it ths biggest
gcionc > fiotion affailr in the
history of Philadzlphia fandom,

A conmmittze has boon choszn by tho
Prigid :nt tc plan tho affeir, and
this committes is hoaded by Milton
}, Rothman, #31l wnown fan, wriisr,
:nd collacior., It is fitting thad
“ir. Rothman should b2 choscn for

i tha
{g important post a8 ha wea
E&%ginsg founder of th2 PoF S,

— e e T T

Th: aim of tho committce ise
to insurs the guocese of thz
Conf >r »noz, An adequate hall
will be found for the meeting,
and a well rounded and interest-
ing program ias assured.

FPurther announcements of ths
prograss of the Conf 2rence Com-
mitt2o will be made in subsiguent
lssusg of the PSFS NRWS,

NEWA RKON

The Newark Convantion, hald
on Maroh ths third, was indeed a
tremendous success , from all
indications,.

Ths PSFS had the largszst

. group of dslegatas of any orgarn-

ization attanding the affair,
having about a dozsn membars
pregant. This is strongly indic-
ativa of tha rapidly increasing
activity of the PSFS., Membors
att :nding war:: Oswald Train,
Al»art Pepper, RObe2rt Madls,

JOhn V, Baltadonis, Jack Agnew,
Joseph S3linger, Vivian 82lingsr,
Charlas Lucas, Jay ¥lasin, Robert
C. Thomnson, nd Honorary Mambar
L. Spragus d¢ Camp, who was th2
principnl spaaker of tha day,

For 2 goupla of hours bafore
th2 Convintion was schaoduled to
bagin old agquaintine s Wars re-
newad, and naw ona3s wer: mads,

A good time wag had by all, geti-
ing aquainted with the strangers
and oxchangling =xperiznces with
eaoh other during the yesars that
had elapsed sincse thay hzail last
met, The cantral point of good
fallowship was tha bar on the
firet floor, which did a good
businese,.

Aft 5y tha informal get togeth
' ghe Convantlon was oal}ed to ord
i ar by Céairman Sam Koskovitz at
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of fantasy wer e honored, and Walter
Sullivan wag chosen as the repres-
entative of the fane who were kill-
ed in action, In tribute to the
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'Pamous Fintastio Mystoriss were
|both unabls to attzand, although
ith2y had originally plannzd to do
lgo, Swn Merwin, Of Thrilling
iwond-r Storizs, spoke, saying that

departed dnes, the entire assemblage|whather or not scicncz is oatch-

gtood 1n silence for a mimte,.

Various fans and grouvns ware
then called upon to rise, and they
wore introducsd to the asgsmblags
by the Chairman,

The first spsaker of the day
was Dr. A, Langley Searles, of
New York., "Igs Scizsnce Ovartsking
Fiction®" Yes, said Dr. Ssarlos,
and h2 blama2d it all on th: author,
The avorags scisnce fiction author
does not vother to kesp abraast
7ith the world of sciznc:, and
consequantly many things that ars
introluced in their storias are
actualitize long bafors thay
appear in print. He stata2d that
3togize gust raly more upon haman
natura. As exampl.: he citad out-
moded storlze of Verne and othsrs.
In tha following discussion, Mr,
F, Crlin Trom2ins, former 2ditor
of Astounding and Comat, oalled
for greater depandonce on psychol-
ogy. It w2s point:d out by Goorgs
They that many fizlde in natural
gcien3a hav: not e y23t bezn ax-
ploited,

Mr., T, SPraguc deé Cawmp thm
gpoke on "lost Continznts And
Othesrwige,"™ in which sp:>ch h3
2xposzd many of th2 so-cnllad
Aachoritize on Atlantis, Lomuriz,
M1. and other mythieal continznts.
¥r. de Camp spok3 long »nd oon-
vincingly, 2nd knew his subjact
well. This 1s the subject of a
section of the book ha is working
on 2% th2 prae:nt timos,

Saveral authors and editore
%war:z pr2eant nd wirzs cnlled upon
to speas brizxly to the group.
John W, Campbzl1l, Jr., 32:ditor of
Aetound%ng Scilz2nce Fiotlon and
Mra. Mary Gnazdinger, cditor of

ing up with goiznce fiction, the
main thing he wanted wne 2 good
story. "Sargeant Saturn" was
vot2d4 an honorabls dlschargs.

A rovival of the Sciance Fiction
[ Lzague, 8 suggestad by Jumas

{V, Tauraei, wag voted dowm. Chet
 Whitehorn nnd Orlin Tremaine
yware introducad, ns also wire
‘Manly %ade “cllman, Robert Arthur
) 2nd saveral others, C.A, Brandt,
l he for many yairs was agsociatad
i vith Hugo Gernsbacks Amazing
Storizs nnd Wond=r Stories as
ILiterirV mditor announozd that
121l praparations werz complated
[for a new slick scianca fiction
magazina, that th: only holdup
now we the papsr shortage, Mrs.
Doris Currier spok: in bsehalf of
the Buffalo Book €ompany and
thair publioations, and also
announc-2d their pilwns to issue a
na2w pro scienc: fictlon magazine.
'Copizs of th2 "Tim> Straam® wer:
| sold at thz spcial low pries of
82,00, -

i The maating was adjourned at
!about six o'olock.
|

‘ The auction followad the
m23ting, and it as 2 tremendous
sucaass. Many choice items wars
|muotioned of f--scarc 2 books,
magazines, intoerior illustration:
| mnd cover 4llugtrationa,

i

: Savaral books ware bought at
tha anction for tha PSFB library
and 1 beautiful Paul original
govar for an early issuz of -
Sciance Wonder Storica was bough
by the PSFS for the n2w olubroom
whzn it 1s obtaincd.

Approx imat3ly n hundred per-
gons were preaent at the conven-
tion. e :
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THE C KEATION l
C-F THE UNIVERSE

In a reosnt talk befors the
Phyelos Club of Philadslphia,
George Gamow, of George Washington
Mniversity, brought forth some new
end inter-eting information oen-
cerning the orlgin of ths universe
and of the vlanets.

Ny, Gamow is the author of a
popular ook entitl=4 "The Birth
And Death Of The Sun," whio- may be
obtalned in the Pelican ®Wdition.

Fg is an authority on maiclear
reactions, espec ally on those
which take »lacs within the stars.

Tn hies tal¥, Dr., Gomow dasorlbed |

gaveral linss of invsamtization
which, when taken togethar, givs a
picture of ths arigin of the uni-
varae vhich s “airly oclaar.

Whan the relative motions of the
stars ar2 messured, using the '
Doppler o "fect con spectroscopic
lines, 1t is “onrd t-at 211l of the
stars seem to be moving away from
us, 2nd the farthsr the star, the
gre=ter its wotidén., This has been
known for many years, an? hag be=en
explained by tha concapt of the
"expanding "miverse,” TIf the |
gtare are considered to be points
on ihe surafoe of a balloon which |
is expanding uniformly, it will be
gen that evsary point =ill move i
a7y from every other point, If J
one particular point e to b2
taken t0 bs the earth, than all the
other stars on the surface of this
expanding balloon will b3 woving
away froa the earth with a velocity
provortional to the Aistance of the
star from the sarth,.

If, now, thz wotions of the stars|
are extranolated bveckwards, it is
found t-at they all cowe togsether
in oneg point abont three billion
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Furthermors, if the amounts eof
radicactive matariale in the
rocks of earth ara msasured , and
cmparad with the suantitias of
lgad which havas b3zn producad by
the 4isinte:ration of this radio-
aotive matsrial, it can be calcul-
at 24 that thase rocks--or that to2
mat2rial in thaes: rocks -- 2r32
created about three billion ysars
ago. Likawiga, if it is assumad
that "lranium 235 and Tranium 338
wir3 orz2atxd in 3qual ~uantitiss
at gson: tix: in th2 vast, and
knosing th: fact that U235 dacays
at o grsatsr rats than U238, 1t
can b3 erown that thay both wars
¢raat 2d about thres billion yz2arse
in the past.

Whon ths figurs thrse billioen
y2are ¢ontinu~s to orop up in
go manv Aiff :r .nt investizations,
w2 bagin to o:1i2vs that the
univsers: miast hav: baxm cr2atad
--0r at lzast muet hav: coma
inte its mrze=nt form--thre:
billion years ago.

Thara 1is anothzr linz of in-

ivestigation whieh is quit: t=20h-

nical, md whick gives soms in-
formatidn a2e to th: conditions
which migt hav: sxistad during
the first fe momsnte of craation,.
It ie zno n that hen light 3lem-
2nts corhinz to form elsmants
whioh ara half-way u~ tha variodic
tabls (for sxampls if hydrogsn
#3r> to coabine to Torm silvar)
ansrgy is ziven off, Also, if
heavy elzzants, such ag Hranium,
break up into medium~ "2ight
3la2mantg, such as krypton, 2n2rgy
g given of £, But for the medium
w2ight elawants to combine %o
form th2 hzavy z2lsxsnts, snargy
m:st ba absorbzad.

Thig must have happsansi during
th2 ersetion procszes, sinc: tha
primitivo state of mattor oon-
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aisted of uncombinéed protons, 1
neutrons, and electrons, whioh in
effect is nothing but ionilged
hydrogen gas . The heavy elements
must have b=en bullt up from this
state, anid it is possible to cal-
culats the conditions that must
have sxisted‘'for the creation of
each elem=znt,

Furthermore, 2ll of the elements
exist in certain nroportions in
the universe, Hydrogen is in the
largest pronmortion, nelium next,
and the remainder in r:latively
srall quantities. It I8 possiblz
to calculatas the conditions that
muat have been present to produce
this proportion of =laments. And
1t is found that this condition
was a tamcerature of billions of
degrees and a density of mattar
squal to millions of times the
donegity of water, Furthermore this
tamperadture and pressure must have
decreased with great rapidity, so
ag to "g0lidify™ the heavy cloments
in their pres=nt unstable form,
(Any slamant is unstable if i%g
fiesion will give off 3ns3rgy, and
211 of the 3laments abov: gilvar
7111 4o that.)

A1l of thie, then, givas the
completa picture: Thre:z billion
y2ars ago ail of the mase of the
univarsea was condans2d into =
very smsll volume of practically
infinite density and tamparature.
Tnis explodzsd with great viol:nce
until in = matt:r of s200nds 23l1
of the :l2mants had besn creatad
in thair pr:s:nt form and propors
tions {exc:pt for the radiocactive
on2s which nrecasdad to decay),
This gvr:2at massof homog:snzous
matt xr continusd toe ::xpand, and in
t72 cours: of time it bagan to
conianae arouni a larga number of

Nwwg Pag » 7
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vroduc z ths g:parats stars,

Now %3 com2 to a point coénczrn-
ing which tha:r: has b2zn grsat
controvsrsy,

How were th: planste formad?

Tha classical thzory 7as tha
one of Lavlaca, which assumad that
the sun was originally surrounded
by & spharz of gas, ~hioh copnd:xns-~
34 under th: laws of gravity to
form thz2 planets in their orbits,
This was f:nz, exccpt for one
thing, For th:s condensation to
tak : nlacz, tharz aust hav: baen
pr:sent an amount of original
gas on2 hundr:d tus2e as massive
ag th2 presnt planets cowbinzd.
Whars did th2 otazr 99 parts of
gas go tot

Ths thzory hich has baen
popular racantly (snd shich has
bz23n used in Astounding Storics
to oxplain th> presenc: of numer-
ous prlanets in tha galaxy) is
that of thz collision or naar-
collision of stars. Wowevar,
Gamow ola-ms trat this theory

" hag dafinit:ly provan fals2 be-

caus3 the orbits of tha planczts
Jomld havzs to be mor2 2longataed
then th2y ar: for the theory to
hold wat 1,

W wer2 then in a2 411 :mma, and
only raoc:ntly has a rational
solation b22n availablz:, WNow Dr.
Gamow claims that an oxplanation
by Dr. Wrizs#cker s:ttlss the

holz problam.

Dr, Woizslcker's solution is
ag follo 'g: ™= statad abov: that
hydrog=n =2nd helium comprisc
most of th2 rass of th2 univzarsa,
In fact, hydrogzn snd nalium

¢mtere of gravity. Thass becams |taks carc of €94 of ths total

th: galaxize. Ag th> galaxizs
becam: fartrer and farther exparatzd

mase, ths othar 1% bz ng the
hzavier 2lamants, Hovavaer tn:z

th: goe within 2ach galaxy oondoensad
around many c:zntz:rs of gravity to

matarial of tha planzts is just
i th2 o~20site. Wydrogen and
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hellum maks uo =2 negligivble pro-
portion of the planetery mass,
Yoting this, it is =eossible to Zo
back to the orizinal Laplace
Hypothesis and make it fit the true
gituation Sy saying that the gas
cleud which originally surroundad
the sun had 100 times the total
mass of ths plansts., Thig was

suf ficisnt mass for condensation

to take »nlace. Howevaer, only the
heavier elaments got caught in the
¢condansation, and the 92% hydroegen
snd helium was lsft in space, to

b2 driven away frow the sun by
railiation presesure.

Naturally, the complete explan-
atvion is quite technical, snd goes
into the mechanics by which the
molecules a-tract one another,
and by whioch the largsr particles
form orbits around ths sun which
allow the l=2a38t number of colligions
which turn ovt to be tha actual
planstary orbits.

The thing which is most interest-
ing to us is that we ars now inds-
pensz2at of ths coniition that stars
must havs pagset one anothsr to
produce plansts. For svary star
at ons time had a gassy anvalope,
and every gassy snvelope oondsnsed
in the same manner under the sams
gravitational rules. Therefors
every star in +the many galaxies
(excspt probably douvls ani other
maltisle stares) has planats. Thers
ar2 zhout thirty billion stars in
our galaxy.

If half of thees: are multipls,
that ls3avse avbout fift:sn dbillion
starg ¥itlh rlansts in our gZalaxy.

No wondsr nobody in Ieaac
Agimov's Founidation storiss had
anv id=a as to ths3 =xtant of the
Fmpirs, or knew anytbing about tha
plansts on the othz2r sidz of the
galaxy. Fifta:n billlion planetery
gystema givs us opportunity for
axploration for quite a few yenrs
in futurs.,

~—Milton Rothman
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MINUTES

FWBRUARY 17, 1946

The meeting was called to
order at T:CO0PM by Pr2sident
Train, at th2 home of Jay ¥lein,
The minutzs of the previous
meeting wers read and aoczpted.
The treasnrar then submitted
har rzport.

01ld business was called for
and the now ancient subject of
a PSFS club room was brought
ucon the {loor, After perhaps
an hour of discussion, it was
decided trat we would kesp on
loozing Tor a suitable location,
Al P2poer mentioned eevaral
places that he had se:an. A
rport was to be given at the
next mzeting upon this subjsct.

New Businase, The subject
of atationery was than brought
up. It was d=cided that let*er.
heads and snvsloves would ba
printaed as soon as practicable,
Al Pepper was detsiled to this
job, dus to his connactlions
with tha subject.

JO.n Baltadonis msntionod the
forthcoming Wawark Conv:untion,
It vas rav:al xd that aquits a
f 3w membors planned to att:and,
For t-is reason it was dscidad to
held th: n3xt me2ting on the
Tu2gday ovening following ths
Convention, at the homs of Miss
Jean Bogert. The mesting was
adjourned at 10:00 PM.

Roapactfully sumbittad
Robert A. Madle, Seoy.

Mambers presant ware:
OCswald Train Joe S2lingor
Albzrt Papoer Viv.Selinger

R.A., Madl:z Jay ¥1l:in
J:an Bogort Chas. Burt
A, M, Fhillips W, Jorg:nson
J, V.Baltadonis M, Mos:s

H, Altshuler C. Lucas
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The meeting was called to orler
at 2:00 PM, at ths homeof Miss
Jesn Bogert. The ninutes of ths
precsdinzg m eting ware recounted fro
from mewory, a s the secretary hai
forgotten to bring them with him,
Thsy ware aoceptad. The treasurer's
T port was thzn submitted and
accepted, {
Presidant Train then callsd for
old businesg., Discussion of the
P3FS club room was than resused,
A comnittee of three, consisting
of Albert Pspper, John Baltadonis
and Vivian Selingor was a>pointed
to invastigate any nrospective
eites, ani to 30 ahsad and rent a
suitable place. It wag dscidsd
that a 827inite vote rould be
held at the2 next mesting oconcerning
the elubroom, Chalres Lucas man-
tionzd that it should b2 statad
in th: minu$:s that L, Sprague de
Camp had donatzd saveral of his
orizinal ..anuscripts to the PRFS,
Al Prpper roal g list of th2 Vo0-s
omrnd by thz club lidrary. Follow-
ing thils saveral mambirs sxprassad
the!lr opinions of. ths racnt
Newark Convontion, A discussion
partaining to resuming ths annual
conf 2r:nces was h:21d,

Tagss prasent ware:
Oswald Train
Albzart Psp-er
Rov:rt A, Madls
Jean Rog:xrd
Vivian S:lingear
Jack Aznaw
Jay ¥lein
Lex Phillips
Charlas Lucas
Robart G. Thompson

PSFS NEWS Pag 2
»

* X k ok B K F ¥ * ok K K A Rk oy h ok ok k x ® P

Thz m=2eting was adjournad at
10:00 P, ¥,

Ragp3ctfiully subnittead
Robort A. Madl:, Szcy.

!t*t
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The m29ting was 0zlled te
ordar at @, PY at “he home of
Mr, and Mrs, D, ¥, Suith,
Ardmore, Pa, The traasurer
gavs her report and ths secretary
road his minutes of the wrevious
meeting, which were aocepted as
r=2a4, Bueiness mattars were
then 0»21led for. Al Pepper told -
us zbout a c¢ludbromm that we al-
w08t had, At this point Ben
Lesser offared ue a2 club room
zratis if e ocould wait until
avout June., The opinion that we
ghould wailt =as unaniwous,

Baltadonis brought up the
guvject of resuming our annual
conferencss., A comunittes con-
sigsting of Lesser, Pspper,Madle
and Rothman was avdointsed to
handle the affair.

Milton Rothman discusssd the
Yorld Convention of 1847, and
sugzested that w2 make a bid
for it to be held in ~hiladslph-
ia, A discussion was held on
ths matter--further discussion
to bz held at the naxt m:23ting.

It wags decildisd o program
would bs adoptsd for sach meeot-
ing. A% the naxt m23ting Roth-
m2n will prseesnt 2 ghort news
reoum3 and tha first installmant
of Sam Moskowitz'! "Immortal
Storn wonld be rzad, =nd contin-
uisd 1t 3mch suvssgquant me:ting,

A discussion of th: first
int :rpl=entarv etory was hald,
but ne definitz agrament wae
ronchad e to which was the
first. ™e got back as far 28
1400,

Memboers prasont
Oswald Trein
Albert P poer
Robzrt A, Madls
Jaan bogart

W3PS
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Milton A, Rothman
John V¥V, Baltadenis
Felan Cloukoay
Lex Phillips
Jay Xlein
Ben Lesser
Joseph Salinger
Vivian Selinger
Charles Lucas
Rob>rt G, Thompson

Ths m2-°ting was adjournsd at
10:00 P.¥,

Rgsnectfully submitted
Robert A, Madls, Secy.
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WH) KNOQC#®S?

¥mhe Ynocks?", the ssocond of

a serizs of weird snd supernatural
antholoziss to be edited by August

W, Derlath, has finally wmade its
ap~earanc * af tar many delays,

The booxz is publishad By Rhineshart

and company (formerly Farrar and
Rinehart) sells at #.50 a copy.
Like its predecessor, "Sleen Vo
More," this anthology containsg
twenty stories—-"Twenty magtsr-
piec28 of the spectral for ths
connoiggeur"--and is 1llustrated
by Les Brown Coye.

Looking throuzh this booZ, wa
sould say that it is 2 good bdbuy
for ths money,
to any library., In fact it is 2
"mugt" for all c¢oll=ctors. Ths

storizs are from such magazines e

Meird Tales, Unknown, Stringe
Storiss, thzs ®», F, B:mson story
ig r:printad from Vieibls And
Invisibls, while tha Fanry 8.
Whitshad story has na:woar befora
bz2>n nublishcd anywhare,

CONTENTS
THE SEANQWS NN THR WALL--Frsoamin

RIINE ING "OLF--Blwckwood
OLD MARTIN—~Comnvard

P3FS

1

and a fine ~d3ition
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ALANNAH--Grandan

THE SHINNYD HO'TSR--Lovacoraft

THR LA¥Re-Bradbury '

THW SVYRNTWSNTH HOL® AT BDUNCASTWR
wWakef ield

THE ANKARDYN® PRW._Harvay

IT--Sturgson

TER PHANTAM PARMHOTISW..fuinn

SATTIRY TOBY'S WILL--L& Fanu

NTAOT IUM PRFRAMBIILANS--B2nson

THE INTWRCFSSOR--Sinclair

TH® DWAR DRPART®D~--Schnirring

THR FOHIIST OF THT WIGHTMARE-Thita

A RRVISINN TO TYPW--Hampton

TH® FNLLOWRR--Asquith

THR RAVRL PAVANR--Thitchead

TH® GHROSTS OF STRAMBOAT COULEE
-~Burks

TH® WOMAN AT STYEN BROTWERS
—-8tacls

We racommend tiois book to 1l
lovars of zhost ~nd horror
storiss,

— el i el i i e ! e ) il o)

N E

A number of "Convantions™
wars held in Philadz2lphia latzsly
--3t lrast cortain fans would cal}l
then such, Thsrs wasg th2 Tricon,
hz21d at Bob ¥adles place (Thres
prae 'nt, later five?; Ths Train-
con, n2ld in Oesiz's famous room,
with six pr:s nt., Thzan thare
was th:» Victorcon, h:14 at Vic-
torls down in SOuth Philly. No
wond :r »hilly hae always bs-:n
callsd th:"8ity of Convintions "
At a r3c:nt m 2ting of th: PSFS,
w: had an all tim: high for attsny
danca--thar: wir: tw nty prosant
at th:z m:3ting 2t B.n Lzissar's
in Camd:n, across th3: D2lawars|
Aftz2r 2 long abs~ncce, Guy ¥Wandtor
showed up at two m sting in a
row., Glad to s22 you again, Guy.
Ngaiz m2t Norman Adler rzc 'ntly.
Vorman ie still int .r:sted in th:
¢lub, but hz hag b22n a a vary
busy wan for som> time now. Hsz
will try hard to b2 pr:s:nt at
an :arly mezting, howav T........



March =Arri.
* & 2 ¥ 2 2

BLACKWSOD ,l

The long awaited "The Doll And
One Other," published by Arkham
House, has at last made its appear-
ance, Thig, the first book of
Algernon Blackwood in about ten
years, will be received with en~
thuslasm by all Blackwood followsrs
--and Blackwood followers are many !

It is a neat little volume, and
ig bound uniform with the rest of
the Arkham House books. The cover
is by Ronald Clyne, the young artiet
and 1g oquite attractiva, Thare
should be no comvlainte this time |
about the smallness of the type
being hard on the eyes. The type |
is large and easily read--sgimilar !
to the type used in primers. Reader
with weak eyes should rsjoice about
this,

The book% conesistes of two novel-
¢tta2s, "The Doll™ and "Th: Trod,"

"The Doll" is th= story of a
gtrange imgge d=livered to the
guburban villa of Colonel Masters,
of the terror its coming brought
into the house, of the mortal
dange> it threatensd to Colonel
fasgt 2res and his ,small dauzhtsr--
t0ld in ths vary best Blackwood
vein.

"The Trod®™ is the narrative of
a 1ittle known corner of ¥ngland
where paopls In all walks of life
have guaids on their houseg and
persons--and >ven on thelr gates—-
leat ons of the "gay paople®
appear on nights of ths souinox
and lure away the souls of all
vho walk unprotesotad.

Thege two stories ar: zqual to
the bast that Algernon Blackwood
has writtsn, and will form a val-
uable addition to your fantasy
collaction, Ald if you collect |
Blackwood--woll, then it is a muet {.
Price is %1.50,

PEF3 T'® 3
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NEW MACAZINES

Two new magazines havs beéen
announced for the futur:. Tom
Hadley, of Providenoce, Rhode
Island, the publisher of "The
Time Stream™ and "The Skylark
0f Space" announcad that he
is looking for storals to use
in an as yet untitled publication
and promised to use cne story
in eaoh issue by an amateur in
order to ancourage more new
writers. Very little information
is available as yet as to Mr.
Hadley's plans concsrning this
projact.

Then Mr. C, A, Brandt has
aleo announced the complation of
plans for a ne+ slick paper
gclence flction magazine, Mr.
Brandt informs us that publication
will commence as soon as the
ourrsnt paper shortage is over.
In order to encourags the best
authors and to obtain tha best
gtories, Mr, Brandt ennounces
that the new publication will
pay the highest rates for theilr
accopted matesrial. He feals that
this has long been a failing of
acienee flotion magazinss~~that
the ratea thay pay are too low,
and congoquently the material
is too frequently of a low grade.
"You &nly gat what you pay for,"
he sapd, "If you pay a quarter
of a ¢ent a word as so msny do,
then you'll get stuff that is
only worth that much, But if you
are willing to pay five cents a
word, then the finast writers in
the country will turn thelr hand
to scisnce fiction and fantasy
and the succese of the magazine
is assured,.,"

We have our fingers orossed,
a8 thsre are many who doubt the
appearance of either publication,
But if and when they appear, they
will be most welcoms |
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FANTAGLIMMERINGS

Buring Rustv's recant visit
with your corr=spondent he stated,
areng ot-er things, that NWBILA,
his nevs-fanzine of pre-war days,
will orobably ve revived in June
after Sprer discontinvee STWFNTWS,
Algo, Rusty's paper, THE RIDWR, may
soon become just tunat, Ve intends
to "ride" various thinge and psople
——for instance, dealers who publish
advertisements s'milar to the three
pags affair in the last PSFS WEWS,
Rusty ia very carnest in his en-
Aeavors to procure items for fans
2t minimum pricss, and for this
reacen his Collector's Service
should b2 given all th: help poss-
ibls.

Anyone in the audience who has
€25 can obtain a complete file of
G-arlee ™, Hornig's FANTASY FAW
from Saz Moskdwitz., Wa wer: rec ntl
informed th2{ The Fantasy Fan had
a paid ¢ireulation of only 80,
which is quite shocking wh2n one
considers that it was a nsatly
printed job featuring excellent
ratarial by C, A, Smith, Marlsth,
Lovecraft, atc. PRominds me of the
tins vears ago, wren I first met
Julius Schwartz, then editor of
FANTASY MAGAZIN®, I was amaz2d to
1-arn that "M nad a maagr = circula-
tion of 200. Wien I first subsoerib-
ed to FM in December 1934 I surmised
that 1t zdst sell about 300C copies,
Cf conurae, I had a lot to lzarmn
about the fan field.

Sar. Voskowitz's "The Immortal
Storm"™ has already reached 185,000
wordis, and hsz is only up to May 1938
—-thae first Newarkon. Sam stat-=sg
that he wag very unbiassd when ha
wrot2 his history of fandom out that
pags on page ef damn:ng svidsance
%111l ungqu=stionably cendamn & ¢=T~
tain ‘action of fandom prominent
saveral y=2ars azo. Incidaentally,
it is mite possibls trat "Tha
Inxortal Storm" %ill appear in
book forn.

PIFG MEWG
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I At a recent confab consisting
of AMPhillipe, Rothman, Trailn,
Risty Barron, Agnew and RAM, Jack
Agnew rzeled off a neat little
nlot which may be wervzed up inte
som2thing nice by Les Greger,

If not, Rusty intends te havs
someone on the coast us2 it,....
Authore had tromble with ncle
Hugo Gernsback 2van in the sarly
days of Amazing Storiss, Lsx
Phillips had to put an agent on
Bugo's h>21g to onhtain nayment for
his "Daath Of thz %oon," which
sppearad in an 2s7tly 192° igsue.
$..020. Sprague e Camn has sold
an articls on "The Unwrittan
iClagsice” to the SATIRNAY REVIWW
NF LITRRATIMET, It deals primarily
with "classicse" liks "Tae Rook

of Thoth," "Thz2 Book Of Wibon,"
"Th= Necrenoaicon," =tc, Sprague
'2lgo informe trat STARTLING

Ry © 0N +~0 9 .99

JSTOQTWS w 11 becom=2 another
3
i

UNUNOWN, When it bacame svident
that S&S no longsr havs any in-
|tarest in rsviving "TNVEOWN, Mar-
lgnlies decided that thers was =
imarket for a magazine of that
type, an? STARTLIYG will be it.
‘De Camp has al-=aiy sold a story
't0 the new "'ntnown,"

|

\ Milt Rothman intends to go in
for writing again in a big way.
Hig fiction will be writtan by
Lee Cragor snd fact articlzs will
4dv2ar undar his own name. That
'ig, assunirg that he sells any,
and thars is no reason to donbt
that hs will., It is interesting
ito not2 that his first published
story was considared good znough
for Random Houes's anthology.....
The r:agn ths PS¥S no longsr

us28 the o0ld clubhonge at 1700
Frankford Avamie is that Raltagon-
ie has convertesd it inte an art
stuiio...... JUB and RAM are fix-
ing 1p a real e¢ollsetion room at
1700 which will house th=z sntirse
QAM-JVB collzetion. If all goes
jas plannad, it willbes th2 d::n all
‘fans dream of. ..."ne of our most
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enthusiastic members is Bud Waldo,
who recantly r=turnzd from ths Wavy,
Bud joined thes PSFR in 1943 just
befers it was "digoand=2d" for tha
duration, ;

Well, that's all for now. Mors
next tima...... ’

-~-Robert A, Madle

B I e |

= ORISKARLGEE

It certainly is a tough prop- '
osition for c~llectors these days,
trying to keep up with all th2 new ;
boo”s t at are coming ont, vsasides
rounding up as many of the out
of »rint books ase possibls from the
second hand book stores.

The latest anthology to come out
isg th2 long promised ons by Beoris
varloff, mastsr of the horrific on
the stags and soreen,

This big collzction is a sumsrd
one, and it is gquite di“{:zrent
from the usual anthology in that
rractirally every story in it ise
st of orint and practically un- .
obtainable, In fact, there ars many
titlas present that many collectors'
did not know existad,

The book its:1f 1s an ~ttractive
cne, issuzd bv World Publisring i
Company, and containrs about 630
pagas, 1t sells for #3,75

TOgre ar: 73 selections in the
book, rostly prose, but theres are
a fov g=2lzctions of poetry.

The 1liet of authors on the
contents pages is practicalily a
list of tha great writers of the
guparnatnral--and ranv trus giants
of the literary world besidea.

You will find sueh namnes as
Lord Tunsany, Algernen Blaekwood,
Somarset Maughm, Jehn Galsworthy,
Hugn Malpole, Ambross Blerce,
Charles Baudelairs, John Collier,
Oliver "niens, Noerothy L. Sayars,
Henry R. Weksefield, ",P, Love-
oraft, Joseph Conraed, Welter
48 la MVars, Thomas Burlje, Rovert
Browning, Thomas Hood, Ivan Tur-
geniev, Guy de Mausassant, and
many, many more,

This antholegy will rank with
the finest of anthologies of the
supaernatural, It ie onz of ths
bizzgest book hargains of th= day.

il i’ ' . o ol i ™ " o’ ol ' —

NEZWS

Qam Moskewitz, well Ynown fan
and collector fror “ewark, ™, J,,
wag a recent visitor to +tha PSFS,
So the sacond half of the "Immort-
al Storm"™ was r=ad by the author.
Sam may bscom: & memhz3r of ths
PeFQ at a later date--he is
thinking the mattser ovsr.,....
Than%s to the efforts of Harry
Altshuler, his article on L.
Spragzue de Camp is r3printed in
this issue fron the Philadelphla
R=cord, -Thants =2 million,
Harry.e.,....L, Spragae de Camp,
an honorary member of the PSFS,
wag pres3nt at the last m:2eting,
Wor~ is progressing satisfactor-
ily on his new book, He is 2
very busy man, wvorking at least
ten hours a day on the bosok.....
Sgt. Jawrzs Wevelin, ef the 1,8,
Marines, recently gspent part of
his furleugh in Philads:lphia as
the gu=st of Robert A. Madle.
RMuagtv has about slx months to
go vefore he finishee inis hitch
in the service.....Jack Q0!'Day is
still in Garmany, serving with
the Occuvational Fercas, Judging
from & rzcent 1l2ttar, he may not
be out for sem= ting. . iiuinvonnes
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RETURNING MEMRERS

The latest member of the PSFS
to come baock from the armed forces
is Bud Weldo., Be attznded the
meating of tre PSFS last wesk,
and while he was still in uniform,
he informed us trat he would be
discharged in a few days.

Bud was an active mamb:2r 6f ths
PSFS baok 1n lats 1943 and early
1943, at about the tims mzetings
and activities were suspsndad
bscaus? of tha wari In 1943, Bud !
w:nt inte the gervices and gsrved
in ths 8Scabeas.

It was not santill a f2w v=:ke
back, that any of us had any idea
wn2re Bud had be:n for tho rast
courle of yz2ars, We ar2 oartainly |
glad to se2 that ho is vack onoad

more, and anxious to bsocom2 an
active momb2r onc: mor:z,

A 13t:r, roczivad only a foawe
daye ago, gives ue the information
that old-.time member of the PSFS
hae returned home again, and has

The last word that we had from
Joanny was late last year, when
he wrote that he was in Tokia.

Johnny S2rvad in the Phillipin:s
campaign in the Fisld Artillery,
and for a tims was stationszd only
2 mile away from Jack Agnsew, noar
Manilla, But unfortunately he ~nd
Jack were unabls to get in touch
with sach other for by the timse
Agnew had John's address, he had
moved on about a week before,

He finde it rathzsr tough to
g2t used to wreking indooras again,
af t 2r sponding ths last coupls of
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Dus to papar shortagaoe, Funous
Fantastioc Mystsrios will be unable
to go monthly for esoms time. How-
avar, the mrgozineg ls now appsar-
ing bi-monthly, bhioh is & dsoided
improviemint ovar ths former quart-
erly publication,

Tha curront desu, now on tha
atands, farturss S, Fowloer Wright'e
grant atory "Ths Isiand Of Captain
Sparrow,® Also in th2 issuz ars
"The Willows," by Algasrnon Black-
vood, a long novelette, and a
short atory by W%, F. Benson, “Rod-
erick’s Story."

Announced for the June issue
is that fine novel by Jessie
Kerruish, "The Undying Monster."

Mrs. Gnaedinger is constantly

l'in the lookout for stories to be
juged in the magazine, and she

t2lls us that shs is always will-
ing to g~t suggestlons. A numbser
of fina stories ar: linsd up for

| futur= publication.
been discharged from the army for |
a couple of months now--John Newton.

WL L A S 0

A L N T
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"Angzl On My Shonld>r®™ is thz

'title of a new, forthcoming movie.

A Fantasy. A gangstaor, dead and
condemnad to hsll, parsuades the
devil to comz back with him to
garth. Thara th2 pair play havoo
with the lives of a judge and his
dgughter., The judge sventually
out.iits the d2vil and th: gang-
stsr, and tha pair go back to hzll
Tc2 princinal playsrs ar:z Paul
'Munil, Claud: Raing and Anne Baxtar
but thsr:z is no information as

ya2ars modtly out of doors. Ha
t-11ls us that ho will try to make
1t to the naxt mesting if possidle,
He wants to se3 all of th: boys
again,

y2t on who plays hat part,

{

; This is probsbly ths asamz pic-
lture, "Hoell," whioch figurcd in the

The PSFS waleomes you, John,hsadlinza reosntly,
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The Pecificon committce 1s working
to find a place for every attendee
at the blg convention. Of course,
they need a slight bit of help ...
,f such as the data of when you will
e arrive and what hotol rates you'll

wont. Help them by advising them

now !

Waltor *augherty, Pacificon Director

1205 W. Ingreham, Los Angcles, Xy, Calif.






